C8  LOCAL SPORTS

Fairpanir.s Daaily Mews-Miner, Sunday, March 13, 2005

Top spots tighten
up in LNAC finals

By BOB ELEY
Sparts Editor

There's going o b= quile a race
for the top epots in today's final
heat of the Gene's Chrysler Limit-
ed North American Championship
Shedd Dog R at the Jeff Studdert

Leaders i all of the six classes
of rocing—one-, two- and three
dog skijoring and four-, six- and
aight-gog mushing—are still very
cloze, bud it would be hord fo get
any eloser the siz-dog class.

Just a halF-second separates the
top two beams in the six-dog clnss
and only 539 seconds separates
the top six finishers

To make things even more
interesting today's final heat i= an
extra 1.8 for o distance of 7.7 miles
Each team raoed 5.9 miles on the

first two days of the three-day
evenl

Kournsh Partow has a two-day
time af 36 minutes, 1.3 seconds to
lead the feld, but Jirl Krejei closed
in with a bwo-day time of 36:0.8,

Other rmeers glill in the hunt
gre Greg Sellentin at 36:18.9, Rudi
Roperiz at 36:21.2, Bev Stovens at
3624 and Ken Chezik at 36:56.2,

Kregei posted the fastest time on
Friday with & run of 17:43.2, fol-
lowed by Partow in 17:51.8 and
Stevensin 1T:56.7.

Ewe Radang, who sel a course
recond in the four-dog class saw his
len:lml to &5 seconds heading into
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Hﬂql'.lu'nl had ihe third-fastest
time on Saborday, but still hobds
the overall Dead with a time of
26:-25.2. Jiri Trnka closed in on the
vosiisth o welilibdly cRdbald iy O sivuai
in13:09.2 for & two-tday total of
£7:00.4. Lou Serre holds down the
third spots in 27:19.3 and no other
rocers ane within two minutes of
thi top thres minshers in the fowr-
dog class.

Pam Richards and Farlow
pound oul the top five finishers in
the four-dog class with times of

2911 and 39:30.5, respectively.

Serre finished second in Sofur-
and Hadant was third in 13:25.7.
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over & minute in the eight-dog
class after completing two days of
racing in 1 hour, 5 minutes and
45.5 seconds.

Een Chezik moved up into the
socond spat with o two-doy Bime of
1:06:57 B and Lenn Westas Huvi-
ki is third in 1:06:58.6.

Lichhart had a run of 32377
on Batorday's 10.8-mile course,
while Chezik checked in g 32:58.8
and Havimaki posted a 35175,

The eight-doggers will run a
12.1-mile course in today's final
Teeat.

All three skijoring classes also
remuined close after three days of
mGng.

Carel Kleckner managed io
widen her lead over Brion Charl-
ton bo mare than a mimube in the
three-dog class. Kleckner has a
two-day time of 25517, while
Charlton rests at 30:55.5.

Amindn Byrd has a 13.7-second
bead over Andy Wirwick in the
two-dog class. Byrd has made two
tripg. around the tmil in 32:06.0,
while Warwick has a time of
a2:19.7.

Eari Lovett will take a lead of
just over 10 seconds into the final
heat of the one-dog class. Lovett
has p two-day time of 36:47.4 with
Mike Malvick giving chaze af
B6-58.1.

Skijorers and four-dog mushers
raced 4.5 miles on the first two
days of the event and will race the
5.9-mile loop today.

Teams nre competing for a prize
fund of $10,500.

Complete two-day resulia of the
Limnited  Morth American are on
today's Sports Scoreboard on page
C2

Sporis Editor Bob Eley can be
resched at .Gom

beeley Smewsminer. .
iporisimewaminen.com or 4557581,
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Erle Engenan - Minas
HAMNG ON TIGHT—Sarah Thornton haolds on to her gang line as she takes a corner along the 4. 5 mie course while competing in the
two-dog skijoring class during the second day of racing at the Alaska Dog Mushers Association Limited North American Championships
at the Jeff Studdert Racagrounds Saturday morming.




